
So you want to be in the  
Nevada Day Parade 

OR 

Parade Floats for DUMMIES 



¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊŀŘŜΧΦΦYAY!!!  

NOW WHAT 

?????????????? 



Our customers are the wonderful 
folks who suffer silently waiting 
and hoping for something to 
happen that will make all the 
misery worth it.  



Lǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ Řǳǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΩǎ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜǎ ǿƻǊǘƘǿƘƛƭŜΦ 

 By participating you are 
changing your community.  

Do not forget that your performance is 
ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎΦ 

You can inspire, educate and entertain. 

Do not cheat your audience with ill preparation or 
shoddy performances. 



Parade Theme 

Nevada: Then & Now 
What is your organizationõs Mission Statement? 

 

How does the parade theme relate to your company or mission?  

 

Who or what are your best resources in the following 

categories?  

 

  

 Builders   Materials   Money  

 Organizers   People    Rehearsal Space  

 Transportation     Other Resources  

  

 

 



Brainstorming 

Be literal   Look at it from different perspectives 
Be metaphorical  Keep it simple 
Write down everything Break the rules 



Getting Started 

[ƛǎǘ рл άǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭέ ǿƻǊŘǎ - Example 

ωJubilee 

ωFireworks 

ωCarnival 

ωFiesta 

ωBeach Party 

Using your list come up with at least 
10 ideas for a parade unit - Example 

ωA Day at the Beach 

ωRiding a Carousel 

Å The best parade entries ever have 
ōŜŜƴ ƻƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ άǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ά 
and had a message appropriate to an 
audience of children.  

Å Now that you have a few good ideas, 
look at them from a different 
perspective.  

Å How would your idea be different if 
ƛǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΧΦΦ 

 



AMAZED       ASTONISHMENT   AWE 
BEWITCHING      BRAINWORK   CURIOSITY 
DISCOVERY      DIVINE    DREAMTEAM 
ENCHANTING      FASCINATION   HODGEPODGE 
IMAGINARY      INNOVATE   INVENTION 
KALEIDSCOPE      MAGICAL   MARVEL 
MIRACLE       MYSTIC                    PHENOMENON 
RARITY       REVELATION   SENSATION 
SHOW       SPECTACLE   SURPRISE 
SPONTANEOUS      VISIONARY   WHIM 
WHIMSICAL      WIT    ZANY 
  



A-is for ARTIFACT 
at least 7-8 feet tall on a trailer bed.  

R ς is for ROUTINE everyone 

around or on the float is doing 
something at all times. 
 
 
The perfect routine is 30 second, 
repeatable with no noticeable 
beginning or end. 



M-is for MUSIC the louder the 

better. The biggest problem with 
music is LENGTH!!!  
 
The most successful music has been 
the same as the Routine ς 30 
seconds repeatable. 

S ς is for SURPRISE  the 

surprise element will take the 
most of your creativity time and 
your budget. The perfect float 
ŘƻŜǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘΧΦΦƛǘ 
opens up, or something pops out, 
it can move or wiggle, spew 
confetti, or change into something 
completely different!  




